
MARCH 18, 2011
Vernon fest features Marshall Tucker Band

VERNON -- Action at New Jersey's longest continuous running ski resort is about to heat up when the second annual "Rock, Ribs and Ridges" music and food festival returns to The Hidden Valley Club in Vernon June 11-12. 

Thousands turned out last year for this two-day celebration of great music from legendary artists, finger lickin' good food and the scenic beauty of this spectacular, natural amphitheater. 

Presented by Franklin Sussex Auto Mall, "Rock, Ribs & Ridges" features two full days of music where both longtime fans and casual music lovers can enjoy a truly unique outdoor concert setting at the base of the ski resort. Headliners include .38 Special, The Outlaws, Blackberry Smoke and legendary Southern rockers The Marshall Tucker Band. 

Tickets are now on sale at www.rockribsandridges.com. 

Barbecue fans will have the opportunity to enjoy mouthwatering BBQ throughout the weekend. They will be equally excited by the juried rib cook-off, which features award-winning offerings from renowned chefs and local rib cooks who will compete for thousands of dollars in prize money and the titles of "Best Ribs" and "Best Sauce." Festival-goers can vote for a "People's Choice" award. Additional food and adult beverages will be available throughout the festival grounds. 

Three Men and a Baby Back from Bergen County, last year's cook-off grand champions, will be back to defend their title. New to the menu: chicken wings, from which they will donate a portion of their proceeds to help raise money for the Wounded Warrior Project, whose goal is to raise awareness and enlist the public's aid to meet the needs of injured servicemen and women. 

To further add to the local flavor, festival organizers are seeking an additional chef to add to the competition. Those interested should call 973-882-8240 for details. 

"We invite everyone to come out for some fun in the sun as we fire up the mountain with great food and great music," said festival Executive Producer Howard Freeman. "This is a great setting where you can relax on a blanket or lawn chair at the bottom of the ski slope, or choose reserved VIP seats, or take it all in from the lodge and patios overlooking the concert stage." 
Saturday's concerts include .38 Special ("Caught Up in You," "If I'd Be the One," "Second Chance") and Blackberry Smoke ("Good One Comin' On," "Who Invented the Wheel"). The Kilby Taylor Band will open Saturday's show at 12:30 p.m. 

Sunday's concerts include The Outlaws ("There Goes Another Love Song," "Green Grass and High Tides," "Ghost Riders of the Sky") and an encore performance from The Marshall Tucker Band ("Heard it in a Love Song," "Fire on the Mountain," "Can't You See"). 

"We anticipate that like our chefs' grills, tickets will be a hot item, so we encourage patrons to buy tickets early and we'll reward those who do with special advance purchase options," said Freeman. 

General admission tickets with lawn seating for concerts are $30 if purchased in advance by May 6, $35 between May 7-June 10, and $40 at the gate. Two-day general admission tickets are $49 in advance ($60 at the gate). General admission for children ages 4-12 is $15 at all times. 

A limited number of VIP premium tickets are available. VIP access includes seating closest to the stage, free parking in the Franklin Sussex Auto Mall VIP parking lot closest to the festival grounds and day-long access to The Lodge at the Hidden Valley Club, which offers spacious patios with views overlooking to concert stage, private pay food and beverage service and restrooms. 
VIP tickets are $60 in advance if purchased by May 6, $65 if purchased between May 7-June 10, and $70 at the gate. VIP two-day tickets are $99-$115. Children's VIP tickets are $25. 

The Hidden Valley Club Ski Resort is located at 44 Breakneck Road in Vernon. Festival times are 11:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. on June 11 and 11:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. on June 12. For more information, call 973-882-8240 or visit www.rockribsandridges.com.

