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A scene from the Rock, Ribs and Ridges festival at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon.

Memorial Day weekend is right around the corner. Schools are winding down. And a new "Pirates of the Caribbean" movie is in theaters. Yes, summer is here. And naturally, venues throughout New Jersey are making preparations for their big summer happenings. Here's a rundown of some of the most notable festivals, concerts, plays and family-entertainment events -- as well as some big movie openings -- from now through Labor Day weekend.

JUNE
11-12 -- Barbecue and Southern-rock (by the Marshall Tucker Band, 38 Special, the Outlaws and others) are on the menu at the Rock, Ribs and Ridges festival at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon. rockribsandridges.com. 

