For Immediate Release

ROCK-AND-ROLL HALL OF FAMER DAVE MASON 

OPENS NEW MUSIC & FOOD FESTIVAL IN VERNON AUGUST 14-15

VERNON, NJ --- There may not be a better way to open a music festival than by having a member of the Rock-and-Roll Hall of Fame as your opening headliner.
Dave Mason, a co-founder of the legendary rock band Traffic who has also played on some of the greatest albums in history, will perform at the first-ever Rock, Ribs & Ridges music and food festival on Saturday, August14, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon. 

Sponsored by Franklin Sussex Auto Mall, Century Link and News 12 New Jersey, the two-day Rock, Ribs & Ridges will feature live performances from Mason, the Marshall Tucker Band, and New Riders of the Purple Sage, along with a juried rib cook-off with some of the top competitive “ribbers” in North America. 

“Dave Mason has enjoyed a long and distinguished career as an artist, producer, songwriter and guitarist that has been so meaningful to an entire generation of listeners,” said festival producer Howard Freeman of Promo 1. “He is a true Hall of Famer and we’re thrilled to have him open this exciting new music festival.”

At age 18, Mason teamed with Steve Winwood, Jim Capaldi and Chris Wood to form the legendary band Traffic. At 19, the Worcester, England native penned the song "Feelin' Alright." This song has since become a rock and roll anthem, having been recorded by well over 48 artists, the best known version being Joe Cocker. The group's profound influence over rock music remains unquestioned even today. 

Mason has enjoyed a career that has spanned 40 years, performing to sold-out audiences with memorable bands Traffic and Fleetwood Mac, as well as recording with some of music’s legendary icons, including Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, George Harrison and the Rolling Stones. He has penned and recorded memorable gold and platinum songs, including “Feeling Alright”, “Let It Flow” and his smash-hit single, “We Just Disagree.”  He is also well known for his philanthropy including his involvement with Working Vessels for Vets which aids veterans returning to the work force. 
He and his Traffic band mates were inducted into the Rock-and-Roll Hall of Fame in 2004.

The food portion of the two-day festival will feature local barbecue vendors Eric Fiqueroa from the Double S Diner in Wantage and the Three Men and a Baby Back family of ribbers, brothers-in-law Dana Reed, Mark Mangano, and Dan Krystiniak from Bergen County; Jack McDavid from Philadelphia and Grillin’ & Chillin’ with Bobby Flay; and Gator BBQ from Ontario, Canada, competing for thousands of dollars in prize money and for the coveted titles of “Best Ribs” and “Best Sauce.” Festival-goers will have the opportunity to sample their mouthwatering BBQ throughout the weekend.
The Hidden Valley Club is an easy drive from New York City, Westchester County, the Hudson Valley, upstate New York, the Delaware Water Gap and all points in New Jersey.

General admission tickets, which include lawn seating for the concerts, are $30 if purchased in advance by August 13 ($35 at the gate). VIP Founder’s Premium Tickets, which include free parking in the Franklin Sussex Automall VIP parking lot and day-long access to The Lodge at the Hidden Valley Club with its spacious patios and views overlooking the concert stage, private pay food and beverage service and private restrooms, are $45 in advance if purchased by August 13 ($50 at the gate). 

For additional information or to purchase tickets, please visit www.rockribsandridges.com. 
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