For Immediate Release
NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE TO PERFORM AT ROCK, RIBS & RIDGES FESTIVAL AUG. 14-15

FROM THE SMOKY CLUBS OF SAN FRAN TO THE SMOKE FILLED MOUNTAINS IN VERNON
VERNON, NJ --- If the Eagles were the Beatles of country rock, New Riders of the Purple Sage were the Rolling Stones – rockin’, rowdy, and genuine.

Forty years after they first began to play – with the Grateful Dead’s Jerry Garcia, Mickey Hart and Bob Matthews joining John Dawson and David Nelson in their early days – the band that defined country rock will perform at the first-ever Rock, Ribs and Ridges music and food festival, August 14-15, 2010 at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon, NJ.

Sponsored by Franklin Sussex Auto Mall, Century Link and News 12 New Jersey, the two-day festival will feature live performances from NRSP, Dave Mason and the Marshall Tucker Band, along with a juried rib cook-off with some of the top competitive “ribbers” in North America. NRSP will perform on Sunday, Aug. 14 at 4:00 p.m. 
“We’re thrilled that the greatest country/folk/rock-and-roll band will be joining us,” said festival producer Howard Freeman of Promo 1. “They started playing in smoky clubs in San Francisco and now they’ll be playing in the barbecue-smoked mountains in Vernon.” 
Veterans David Nelson (guitar and vocals) and Buddy Cage (pedal steel) continue to tour and perform the band’s timeless music to fans both old and new, teaming with Michael Falzarano (guitar, mandolin and vocals), Hot Tuna’s Johnny Markowski (drums and vocals) and Ronnie Penque (bass and vocals).
Founded in 1969, The New Riders offered a special brand of music – sweet country harmonies mixed with pulsing rock rhythms. Signed by the legendary Clive Davis in 1971, their first album, “New Riders of the Purple Sage,” was released to widespread acclaim.

In December 1971 they played a live radio broadcast with the Grateful Dead over WNEW-FM in New York to audience of millions. They toured Europe and the U.S. to great success and in 1973 appeared before a nationwide audience on ABC-TV’s “In Concert” program and released “The Adventures of Panama Red,” which became their first gold record and became a staple on FM radio. 

Despite breaks and changes to the lineup over the years and the passing of co-founder John Dawson in 2009, NRSP continues to tour and last year released “I Come From,” their first album in 20 years. They’ll break out songs from that album while staying true to the legacy that was started over 40 years ago by Dawson and Jerry Garcia.

The food portion of the two-day festival will feature local barbecue vendors Eric Figueroa from the Double S Diner in Wantage and the Three Men and a Baby Back family of ribbers, brothers-in-law Dana Reed, Mark Mangano, and Dan Krystiniak from Bergen County; Jack McDavid from Philadelphia and Grillin’ & Chillin’ with Bobby Flay; and Gator BBQ from Ontario, Canada, competing for thousands of dollars in prize money and for the coveted titles of “Best Ribs” and “Best Sauce.” Festival-goers will have the opportunity to enjoy their mouthwatering BBQ throughout the weekend.
The Hidden Valley Club is an easy drive from New York City, Westchester County, the Hudson Valley, upstate New York, the Delaware Water Gap and all points in New Jersey.

General admission tickets, which include lawn seating for the concerts, are $30 if purchased in advance by August 13 ($35 at the gate). VIP Founder’s Premium Tickets, which include free parking in the Franklin Sussex Auto Mall VIP parking lot and day-long access to The Lodge at the Hidden Valley Club with its spacious patios and views overlooking the concert stage, private pay food and beverage service and private restrooms, are $45 in advance if purchased by August 13 ($50 at the gate). 

For additional information or to purchase tickets, please visit www.rockribsandridges.com. 

 ###

MEDIA CONTACT:  Russ Mensch, Mensch & Company, Inc., 201-797-2448, menschandcompany@aol.com
