For Immediate Release

A SMOKER AND A DREAM, 3 BROTHERS FROM NORTH JERSEY

TO COMPETE AT NEW RIB FESTIVAL AUG. 14-15
VERNON, NJ --- From couch potatoes to champion ribbers, three brothers-in-law from North Jersey are looking to smoke the competition at the first Rock, Ribs & Ridges music and food festival August 14-15 at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon, NJ.
“I was watching a barbecue competition on the Food Network and thought we could do that, too,” said Dana Reed of Montvale, one of the members of the “Three Men and a Baby Back” team who will be competing in a juried rib cook-off at the festival. “My brother-in-law Mark called and said he was watching the same show, and the dream took off from there.”

That was January 2009. From that show date through Memorial Day four months later, Dana and his brothers-in-law, Mark Mangano of Hillsdale and Dan Krystiniak of Old Tappan, took their passion for good BBQ …. to Dana’s garage in Montvale. They began experimenting, starting out with three barrels and racks and racks of ribs. Like any experiment, there was a lot of trial and error, and some burnt ribs along the way. Then, like a classic car that was built and fine-tuned, their first triple barrel smoker made its way out of the garage and baptized at the Roc City Ribfest in Rochester, NY. The result: First Place for Best Ribs. 
“Guys, ribs, and competition,” said Dana. “From that moment we were addicted to competitive barbecue.” 

Three Men and a Baby Back followed their win at Rochester with Third Place for chicken at the Hudson Valley Ribfest, a First Place brisket trophy and a First Place “People’s Choice” award for clam chowder in Norwalk, CT --- not bad for a bunch of Jersey boys.

Not looking to give up their day jobs – Dana is a clinical educator at The Valley Hospital, Mark is an insurance broker, and Dan is in finance – they spent their weekends fine-tuning spices and recipes, working on combinations of which woods go with what rubs and sauces, traveling up and down the East Coast learning the ins-and-outs of competitive barbecue, including what judges in certain parts of the country look for. 

They were not complete cooking novices; Mark attended the Culinary Institute of America and was in the restaurant business 15 years ago and Dana’s brother Justin is an admiral chef in the Coast Guard and occasional team member. 

Three Men and a Baby Back have continued to win over judges this year, starting with the USA BBQ Championships in Little Rock, Arkansas, taking First Place for Brisket at the New York State Championships in Rochester, and winning for Pork and Chef’s Choice in Mount Holly, NJ this past weekend (July 24-25). 
Up next is Rocks, Ribs & Ridges, a two-day music and food festival at the Hidden Valley Club in Vernon, sponsored by Franklin Sussex Auto Mall, Century Link and News 12 New Jersey. Barbecue fans will be equally excited by the two-day, juried BBQ cook-off featuring a variety of award-winning, mouth-watering offerings from renowned chefs from around the country and local rib cooks who will be vying for cash prizes and for such titles as “Best Ribs” and “Best Sauce.” 

Among the other contestants are Eric Fiqueroa of the Double S Diner in Wantage; the award-winning Jack McDavid of Philadelphia, former co-star of Grillin’ & Chillin’ with Bobby Flay; and Gator BBQ of Ontario, Canada.
Festival-goers will have the opportunity to sample their mouthwatering BBQ throughout the weekend, as well as music from The Marshall Tucker Band (“Heard It In a Love Song”), rock-and-roll Hall of Famer Dave Mason (“Feeling Alright”), and New Riders of the Purple Sage (“Panama Red”).
“We invite everyone in the area to come taste the excitement close to home in scenic Sussex County!” said Freeman. “Hidden Valley offers a truly unique outdoors setting, with the concert stage at the bottom of the ski slope and the spacious, windowed lodge overlooks the stage and allows us to provide those interested with a VIP experience, too.”
Freeman also noted that the Hidden Valley Club is an easy drive from New York City, Westchester County, the Hudson Valley, upstate New York, the Delaware Water Gap and all points in New Jersey.
General admission tickets include lawn seating for concerts are $30 if purchased in advance by August 13 ($35 at the gate) with special two-day admission advanced pricing of  $50 ($60 at the gate).

VIP Founder’s Premium Tickets include free parking in the Franklin Sussex Automall VIP parking lot closest to the festival grounds and day-long access to The Lodge at the Hidden Valley Club, which offers spacious patios with views overlooking to concert stage, private pay food and beverage service and private restrooms. VIP tickets are $45 in advance if purchased by August 13 ($50 at the gate) with special two-day pricing of $80 in advance ($90 at the gate). 

To purchase tickets and for additional information please visit www.rockribsandridges.com. 

 ###
WHO:

Rock, Ribs and Ridges 

WHAT:

Two day music and food festival in a natural amphitheater
WHERE:

The Hidden Valley Club Ski Resort

44 Breakneck Road

Vernon, NJ 

WHEN:
Saturday, August 14 – 11:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 15 – 11:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

HIGHLIGHTS:

Saturday, August 14 – concert: Dave Mason 3 p.m. and BBQ cook-off

Sunday, August 15 – concerts: New Riders of the Purple Sage 2 p.m., The Marshall Tucker Band 4 p.m., and BBQ cook-off

TICKETS:

General Admission (single day): $30-$35

General Admission (two days): $50-$60

VIP Founder’s Premium Package (single day): $45-$50

VIP Founder’s Premium Package (two days): $80-$90

VIP packages include free parking, access to The Hidden Valley Club with private pay food and beverage service, indoor/outdoor patio seating overlooking the concert stage, and private restrooms

973-882-8240 or online at www.rockribsandridges.com 
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